
As we say farewell to Rev. Tessie Mandeville and wel-

come Rev. Brad Rice, let us not forget that we are all in 

this journey together. While it is true that we love Rev. 

Tessie and will miss her greatly, we know too that God 
has special things in store for her as she continues her 

walk with Christ. We also are prayerful that God will do 

great things through Rev. Brad Rice at The Rock MCC. 

Our church has made many transitions over the years and 

this is just another one. Remember that we will be having 

a potluck dinner following the morning service, to fellow-

ship with Rev. Tessie one last time, and to fellowship 

with Rev. Brad for the first time. Everyone is asked to 

please bring a covered dish for the potluck and to remem-

ber that this will also be our Loaves and Fishes Sunday. 

Feel free to bring in food pantry items or give monetarily 
as this ministry really is used to help feed those in need. 
 

Tracy Brown 

Change, change, change! 
 

Our lives are in constant change!  Living in status quo is almost 

never possible.  What do we do about it?  What do we do about this 

thing called, “change?”   
 

I’m reminded about one of the most beautiful creations in the 

world: the monarch butterfly.  It is hard to imagine that a butterfly, 

as beautiful as it may be, was once a caterpillar crawling on the 

ground.  A caterpillar is not necessarily known for its beauty, but 

after weeks of crawling along plants and leaves, it sheds its outer 
skin and remains dormant for two weeks.  What emerges from this 

seemingly grotesque creation is a beautiful monarch butterfly with 

long, beautiful orange wings fluttering into the summer breezes.  

The caterpillar transforms itself into something beautiful and be-

comes a beautiful sight for many.    
 

This makes me think of the idea of change and how it is part of all 

our lives.  Remaining in status quo is nearly impossible because we 

are constantly in change.  Sometimes, it is a remarkable change like 

the caterpillar to the beautiful monarch butterfly.  Sometimes, its 
not so magnificent and not so welcome. So, what can we do about 

it?   
 

Before I leave my devotional space, I want to share my appreciation 

for Rev. Tessie, your Board of Directors, and the Pastoral Search 

Committee.  They have been working very feverishly for you over 

the past months, and I am extremely grateful for all the hard work 

they have put into this moment.  Their leadership has been a con-

stant during these past few months.  As Rev. Tessie and I pass the 

baton on Sunday, know that I will be handed the baton from a won-
derful colleague and friend.  Thank you Rev. Tessie, and thank you 

Board of Directors! 
 

Until then, know that you are prayed for, and I look forward to see-

ing you on Sunday! 
 

Peace and Love, 
 

Rev. Brad Rice 

Provisional Pastor 

brad_rice81@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

C H A N G E  

Points Of Interest: 

Reflection: Change           page 1 

Prayers and Praises                                         page 1          

General Conference Information           page 1 

Board of Directors                page 2 

Evening Service schedule         page 2 

Food Pantry and Donations        page 2 

Team Ministries           page 2 

Upcoming Events (MEETINGS)      page 2 

Weekly Activities           page 2 

T H E  R O C K  M C C  W E E K L Y  N E W S  

Week of May 30—June 05, 2010  Volume 6, Issue 1 

423-629-2737 

http://www.therockmcc.org/ 

Services : Sunday 11 am /6 pm 

The Rock MCC 

1601 Foust St. 

Chattanooga, TN  37404 

P R A Y E R S / P R A I S E S  

> Prayers for Richard Simpson’s health.                                                                                    

> Prayers for Rev. Tessie on her future as she begins a new 

path in Christ’s service.                                                                 

> Prayers for Rev. Brad as he assumes the role of our pastor.                                                                                            

> Prayers for Chris Matias’ health with her back and verte-

brae.  

http://www.therockmcc.org/


Remember to find your calling in service and join a team ministry. If you 
have questions regarding team ministries, ask any of your Board Members or 

current team leaders for more information. The current teams and team lead-

ers are : 
 

Buildings and Grounds — Jim Martin 

Children’s Church — Board 

Choir — Matt Hicks 
Church Store — Board 

Communications — Tracy Brown 

Hospitality — Cathy Wilcox 
Music — Board 

Praise and Worship — Board 

Reach (both In-reach and Outreach) — Board 
Small Groups — Board 

June 6, 2010: We will be excitedly welcoming Rev. Brad Rice as our   

new pastor. We will also be saying a heartfelt goodbye to our current 

pastor, Rev. Tessie Mandeville. We know God has many wonderful 

opportunities in store for Rev. Tessie as she continues to her walk with 

Christ.  There will be a potluck following the AM service. Please bring 

a covered dish.                 

 

Saturday June 19 : Church Spring Cleaning : More information as 

details arrive. Possible breakfast and lunch to be provided. We would 

love to have at least 8 to 10 volunteers. See Cheri Harr to sign up. 

 

Friday July 16 and Saturday July 17:  Please mark your calendars for 

a fantastic training weekend that is coming to our Network. It's the 

MCC Church Size Summit with our Elders: Rev. Elder Ken Martin, 

Rev. Elder Lillie Brock, Rev. Elder Darlene Garner and Rev. Elder 

Diane Fisher.  They are all coming to Atlanta to conduct one of MCC's 

most resourceful and empowering church growth and development ef-

forts. This is for all churches, no matter what 

size! 

The Summit will start Friday July 

16, 2010 8:30 AM and continue 

through Saturday July 17th 2 PM at 

First MCC of Atlanta !! 
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Moderator —  

Rev. Brad Rice 
 

Vice-Moderator —  

Bob Angle 
 

Clerk —  

David Howard 
 

Member at Large — 
Rev. Ken Carroll 
 

Treasurer —   

Cheri Harr 

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S  T E A M  M I N I S T R I E S  

Choir practice Sunday’s @ 4 
 

Bi-Weekly Bible Study :  

Is on hiatus for the Summer !! 

June 6 —  “Jesus: The Change by Changing the Change in Life”          

Scripture — Luke 7 : 11-17 

W E E K L Y / B I - W E E K L Y  

C H U R C H  A C T I V I T I E S  

F O O D  P A N T R Y  

Don’t forget that you can 

still make donations to the 

church food pantry. You 

can give monetarily or do-

nate food or toiletry items. 

We are currently low on 

all items. Please give as 

you feel led. 
 

ñWhen I  was hungry, you 

   fed me.ò  

       - Jesus Christ 

E V E N I N G  W O R S H I P —  

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  


